Linda Sutton, Small Business Con-
sultant at Cloud County Community
College, has been named the 2007
Region VII Small Business Administra-
tion Women in Business Champion.
The announcement was made by
Gayle Martin, spokesperson at CCCC.

Sutton is an employee of Wichita
State University. Her office is a
partnership program involving the
U.S. Small Business Administration,
the Kansas Department of Commerce,
Wichita State University, and Cloud
County Community College.

Qut of entrants from Missouri, Kan-
sas, Nebraska, and Towa, Sutton was
selected. "Strong challenges need
strong champions,” said Lorraine Pal-
mer, President of Cloud County Tea
Company, Clyde, who nominated Sut-
ton.

"Linda has been a strong supporter
of women-owned businesses through
counscling, pubiishing articles, and
speaking to organizations,” Palmer
said. "She has brought both heart and

Linda Sutten
knowledge to the challenges we tace.”
Prior to mecting Sutton, Palmer and
Aherbusiness partner were unable to get
A linancial imstitution to take them
serioushv. Through Sutton’s efforts, the
Tea Company was able to develop a

sound business planand prosentittoa

pank tat evenrually heiped the com-
pany secure an SBA loan. Cloud Coun-
ty Tea Company continues to expand.

"Talways knew I wanted to one day
return to the small town where I was
reared,” Sutton said. "Fortunately, the
opportunity presented itself to allow
me to use my education and ex-
perience to help entrepreneurs in these
rural communities."

Last vear, Sutton helped establish
Women Entrepreneurs in Business
(WEB), a monthly networking group
who mecet at various member busi-
nesses across the area.

sutton’s lirst KSBDC Holiday Lxpo
al the college last fall attracted several
businesses, 74% of which were owned
by women. KSBDC's primary focus is
delivering  business  consulting
http:/ /waww hsbde bir /counsceling.
shtml at no cost and affordable
management training
http: /W hsbdo b
tml to small and mid <i-od bu nesses.
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Sutton’s office serves the eleven North
Central Kansas counties of Clay, Cloud,
Dickinson, Ellsworth, Jewell, Lincoln,
Mitchell, Ottawa, Republic, Saline, and

Washington. More that 500 Kansas

entreprencurs have aceessed one-on-one
counseling from Sutton. She also has con-
ducted over 90 seminars to more than 800
potential or existing business owners.

* From June, 2003, to December, 2005,
sixty-six new businesses started with assis-
tance from Sutton. Eighty-five full-time
Jjobs and 126 part-time jobs were realized
through her cfforts during that time.

Working with more than 500 clients,
$10.25 million in new sales was generated,
The economy of North Central Kansas also
was supported by business owners invest-
ing more than $2 million in their businesses
and securing 124 loans amounting to $6.8
million.

_Sutton received a Bachelor of Science
degree in Business Administration from
Nebraska Wesleyan University, Lincoln,
and a Master's in Business Administration
from the University of Denver. Prior to
joining KSBDC. she worked at various
domestic and international locations for
Johns Manville Corporation, Riverwood
International, and several Texas-based
companies.

Outside the office, Sutton enjoys {lying.
She is a member and state officer of the
Ninety-Nines, Inc., an international or-
ganization of women' pilots. She has
traveled extensively throughout the United
States and the world.



